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HOMELESS EDUCATION LEGISLATION OVERVIEW 

BILL:  AB 1806: Pupil Services: Homeless Children or Youth 
AUTHOR: Bloom 
STATUS: Approved by Governor September 29, 2014 

Filed with Secretary of State September 29, 2014  
SUMMARY:  This bill extends policies and procedures for expulsion, graduation requirements and completed coursework 

to students who are homeless that are currently provided to students who are in foster care.  Specifically, 
this bill: 

 
Expulsion (Based on AB 1909 - 2013)      
1. Requires school districts to provide notice to the district's liaison for homeless students at least 10 

calendar days prior to a hearing when the decision to expel a homeless student is discretionary. 
2. Authorizes school districts to provide notice to the district's liaison for homeless students at least 10 

calendar days prior to a hearing when the decision to expel a homeless student is mandatory.   
3. Requires school districts to invite the district's liaison for homeless students to the individualized 

education program team meeting that makes a manifestation determination prior to the expulsion of a 
student with exceptional needs and who is homeless. 

 
Graduation Requirements (Based on AB 167 amended in AB 216 - 2013)  
1. Requires school districts to exempt homeless students who transfer schools any time after the 

completion of the student's second year of high school from all coursework and other requirements 
adopted by the school district that are in addition to the statewide coursework requirements, unless the 
district finds that the student is reasonably able to complete the additional coursework in time to 
graduate by the end of the student's fourth year of high school. 

2. Requires school districts to take specified action relative to the exempting homeless students from 
additional graduation requirements that districts currently undertake with regard to exempting foster 
youth from additional graduation requirements, such as: 
• Notification to the student, person holding the right to make educational decisions, and district 

liaison of the availability of the exemption and whether the student qualifies.  Notification is 
required within 30 calendar days of the date that a homeless student may qualify for the 
exemption transfer into a school. 

• Inform the student of the option to remain in school for a fifth year to complete the additional 
coursework, permit the student to stay in school for a fifth year to complete the additional 
coursework, not require the student to accept the exemption, and not require or request the 
student to graduate before the end of the fourth year of high school. 

• Notify the student and the person holding the right to make educational decisions for the student 
how any of the requirements that are waived will affect the student's ability to gain admission to 
a postsecondary educational institution and provide information about transfer opportunities 
available through the California Community Colleges. 

• Exempt an eligible student at any time, not revoke the exemption, not require or request a 
student to transfer schools in order to qualify for the exemption.   

 
Completed coursework (Based on SB 578 - 2011) 
1. Requires school districts and county offices of education to accept coursework satisfactorily completed 

by a homeless student even if the entire course was not completed, and requires the issuance of full or 
partial credit for the coursework completed.    

2. Prohibits school districts and county offices of education from requiring homeless students to retake a 
course if the student has satisfactorily completed the entire course, and prohibits the student to be 
required to retake any portion of the course that the student satisfactorily completed. 

3. Requires a homeless student to be enrolled in the same or equivalent course when partial credit is 
awarded, and prohibits a homeless student from being prevented from retaking a course to meet 
eligibility for admission to postsecondary educational institutions. 
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